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Newsletter no. 41                 17 January 2021
Dear friends,

C.S.Lewis called this time of year "The waiting-room of the year". The lights and tinsel of Christmas are packed away for another year, but the nights are still long and dark, the days are cold and quite often dull. This year especially, with the third national lockdown in place, it's proving to be a tough time for many of us.

Yet even if we have a long wait, we don't stay in the waiting room forever, it is only a stage on the journey to offer a bit of comfort en route to our destination. In the midst of the anxiety about the new strain of the virus is the news that the vaccines are being rolled out. Today I heard that one member of my family has had their first injection, and another member of the family will be having theirs before the week is out, so there are grounds for optimism, and the big family get-together we have been hoping for since last Easter may finally be a couple of steps closer.

Not that we'll be having the get-together until it is safe to do so, and I'm sure that many of you are wishing you could have those dear to you call round for a cuppa and a long-overdue catch-up. The day will come, but it is not here yet.

I have referred before to our church buildings being closed as feeling as if we are in exile. When the Israelites were in exile in Babylon, they asked "How can we sing the Lord's song in a strange land?" Services which have been able to take place over recent months, and those which take place when we re-open again after lockdown, have felt and will feel as if we are in a strange land. Yet we can still sing the Lord's song, even if we cannot physically sing during communal worship in the way we have been used to for so many years.
The writer of the book of Lamentations, a book which for the most part does exactly what its title says, offers a wonderful ray of hope when they write "The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, His mercies never come to an end, they are new every morning."
May the Lord's mercies be ours this new year and every new morning.

Keep well and stay safe.

With my love and prayers,
Robin




~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~ + ~
     For the month of January there will be no services in any of our church buildings.

     Medical experts have urged us all to play our part and minimize our contact with others. By not gathering, we our playing our part. We know some of you are very disappointed at this decision, but it is wise. 
     There is a light at the end of the tunnel. We trust and pray it won’t be for much longer and rejoice that the vaccination programme is rolling out, and some of you have already received your first dose.  
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~
Each day this year …

May you be filled with the hope of our Lord Jesus. May you be encouraged and built up in faith through the Holy Spirit. May your feet find firm places to stand because of God’s near presence. May you be blessed as we rejoice in the presence of Christ.  
Broomhall & Sound Chapel
Sunday 17 January 10.30 am  Zoom Service

Led by Nick Cutts
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82976672769?pwd=aG9pSjMvR3dzaDJaZlFkcnduSmFTZz09
Meeting ID:  829 7667 2769

Passcode:  366121
Lightwood Green Chapel
Sunday 17 January  6.30 pm

Telephone conference service

It’s very easy to join : ring 0330 336 0036

Then enter PIN  571297
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Opening Prayer reflecting on Psalm 139
Loving, gracious God, you know us better than we know ourselves. You know my thoughts and the motives for the things I do.

You know what I want to say even before I speak the words, and for that I am so thankful. Even when I struggle to find the words to worship you, you know what is in my heart. So, knowing your presence will surround me, and your love sustain me, may I have the assurance you will hear and accept my spoken and unspoken words, for wherever I go, You will be there.     Amen
Hymn: StF 366   Thou hidden Source
Thou hidden source of calm repose,

  thou all-sufficient love divine,

my help and refuge from my foes,

  secure I am, if thou art mine:

and lo, from sin, and grief, and shame,

  I hide me, Jesus, in thy name.

Thy mighty name salvation is,

  and keeps my happy soul above;

comfort it brings, and power, and peace,

  and joy, and everlasting love:

to me, with thy dear name, are given

  pardon, and holiness, and heaven.

Jesus, my all in all thou art:

  my rest in toil, my ease in pain,

the medicine of my broken heart,

  in war my peace, in loss my gain,

my smile beneath the tyrant's frown,

  in shame my glory and my crown;

In want my plentiful supply,

  in weakness my almighty power,

in bonds my perfect liberty,

  my light in Satan's darkest hour,

in grief my joy unspeakable,

  my life in death, my heaven in hell.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Let us pray together:
Loving God, you are always ready to hear us.
Always wanting to show us the depths of your love and your understanding of us.

Always wanting to comfort us and celebrate with us.

Our words are not adequate to thank you for your forgiveness and for the privilege of knowing we are accepted as your children and, because we are your children, we can know your peace and joy and everlasting love.    Amen
Today’s Reading from the Old Testament 
Psalm 139: 1-10
You have searched me, Lord,
    and you know me.
You know when I sit and when I rise;
    you perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my lying down;
    you are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue
    you, Lord, know it completely.
You hem me in behind and before,
    and you lay your hand upon me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me,
    too lofty for me to attain.
Where can I go from your Spirit?
    Where can I flee from your presence?
If I go up to the heavens, you are there;
    if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.
If I rise on the wings of the dawn,
    if I settle on the far side of the sea,
even there your hand will guide me,
    your right hand will hold me fast.
Today’s Gospel Reading - John 1: 43-51 
Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael
     The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.” Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.  “Come and see,” said Philip.
      When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  “How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree before Philip called you.”
     Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”  Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.”  He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.”
Time to Reflect
     The first encounter Nathanael had with Jesus must have been a disconcerting one. They had never met before, but immediately Jesus commends him for his faith and his integrity. Nathanael’s response shows his confusion as he asks Jesus, ‘How do you know me?’ Jesus explains he has seen him sitting under his fig-tree, indicating he knew Nathanael was a man of prayer. In rabbinic thought the fig tree was the place one sat to study the scriptures and so, in this initial conversation, Jesus was affirming he knew that he was meeting a man who spent time with, and who was devoted to, God.

     Meeting someone who we feel can ‘see through’ us can provoke different responses. When someone says the same thing as us at the same time, it can just be something to smile or laugh at and we pass it off without thinking too much about it.
     But for Nathanael, the thought of Jesus knowing so much about him was disconcerting, as it was for the Psalmist who speaks of his inability to escape from God: ‘Where shall I go from your Spirit or where can I flee from your presence?’ In the same way we can feel uncomfortable if we think someone knows too much about us. We may consider it an invasion of our privacy or make us feel anxious. One way of responding is to put up barriers so that person, that friend, maybe even God, can’t get too close to challenge our comfort.
     But there is a different way of dealing with that discomfort. It appears that Nathanael, despite that strange introduction, did not turn away (John 21.2) but stayed with Jesus. The Psalmist too, although he asks where he can go to escape from God, is also positive about the closeness of God’s presence. He could affirm that wherever he was God’s hand would guide him and hold him safe. 

     In a year when life has been so difficult, and when maybe we dreamed of escaping somewhere, the Psalmist’s words still ring true, that wherever we are, in whatever circumstances, we can be assured of God’s guidance and love and the conviction of God’s inescapable presence.
Take a time to sit quietly:   
God our companion, we bring to you all who feel alone:
Refugees who have left behind their country, their homes and all that is familiar.

Those, like the women in Saudi, imprisoned for protesting for human rights.

Those who have felt isolated because of the pandemic;  for students,  for those in nursing 
 homes, for all those unable to see their families. 

God, who rules over heaven and earth, we bring to you and pray for:

The USA as they prepare for a new administration.

Our government, that you will give our leaders wisdom and integrity.

Church leaders, in all denominations, that they will have a vision of your Kingdom, the courage to believe that change and transformation in the church and the world is possible, and the strength to work towards the fulfillment of your Kingdom.    Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father ……

StF 337     There is a higher throne
There is a higher throne

  than all this world has known,

where faithful ones from every tongue

  will one day come.

Before our God we'll stand,

  made faultless through the Lamb;

believing hearts find promised grace:

  salvation comes.
        Hear heaven's voices sing,

          their thunderous anthem rings

        through emerald courts and sapphire skies,

          their praises rise.

        All glory, wisdom, power,

          strength, thanks and honour are

        to God, our King who reigns on high

              for evermore.

And there we'll find our home,

  our life before the throne;

we'll honour him in perfect song

  where we belong.

He'll wipe each tear-stained eye,

  as thirst and hunger die;

the Lamb becomes our Shepherd King:

  we'll reign with him.

Keith Getty (b. 1974) and Kristyn Lennox

A prayer of blessing

May God’s grace fill our lives, 
Christ’s love overflow in our hearts and
the joy and peace of the Spirit challenge and inspire us today and always.    Amen

Original Materials by Revd Dr Christine Jones
 Hymns reproduced under CCLi  155789
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
Christmas/New Year greetings cards from Elim Church and Crewe YMCA to all at NMC were found too late for inclusion in last week’s issue.
Broomhall and Sound Chapel
On-line Prayer Meeting for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
There is an open invitation to join this time of prayer, on Tuesday, 19th January at 7.30 pm. 
We will be using some of the material prepared for the Week of Prayer, which has this year taken the theme ‘Abide in my love and you will bear much fruit’ (John 15.)
The link to the meeting is given below, and Zoom ‘doors’ will be open from 7.15 pm.

Topic: Prayer Meeting

Time: Jan 19, 2021 07:15 PM London

Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8735540682?pwd=TU1wVkplUWJvYkpFTDZZN2dkc3lWUT09
Meeting ID: 873 554 0682

Passcode: 2sLh6V
PRAYER and Church Family News
     It is sad to report the passing of Frank Wilson (Broad Lane) on Tuesday 5th, after a long period of frailty and decline.  Let us give thanks for a life so faithfully lived, and keep Patti and their family in our prayers at this sad time.  

     NMC members will also be sad to know that Betty Williams passed away before Christmas. She and Les served this church in many ways for over 50 years, and cared deeply for others despite their own bereavements and difficulties. 
     The Joint Public Issues Team  offers an online prayer each day for a wide range of concerns in the world – for specific and topical needs and situations as well as victims of general injustices, deprivation, discrimination, violence,  etc.  
[The JPIT comprises the Methodist Church, Baptist Union of Great Britain, Church of Scotland and United Reformed Church, working together for justice and peace. You can learn more from www.jointpublicissues.org.uk]
Please remember that no two of us know the same people or discern their needs in the same way.  Always add your own concerns to those suggested in the service and the list above.

“Christianity is a statement which, if false, is of no importance, and if true is of infinite importance.  The one thing it cannot be is moderately important.”   (C.S. Lewis)

NANTWICH  FOODBANK
     In the first 9 months of the pandemic we fed 2,957 people 62,097 meals with a food weight of 42 tonnes.  We are buying £300 of food each week to maintain supplies and are including fresh fruit and veg in our parcels. 

     At Christmas we delivered 500 hampers with seasonal treats and a present for each family member, thanks to everyone who supported our ‘reverse advent’ event with gifts, and to our volunteers for driving many miles to deliver.

     Jane, our inspirational manager, has been promoted and moved on to the new role of Area Manager for Cheshire and Shropshire. 

     Huge thanks to our wonderful community who have supported us in every way possible this year – we couldn’t do our work without you. 

     Here’s hoping for success with the vaccine programme so that life can be more normal in 2021.  
A very Happy New Year to you all !

HELP!  With the amount of home learning going on at present, many young people lack a device on which to do their lessons. If you have an unwanted laptop, iPad or even smart phone which could be offered for this purpose, please contact David or Pat Maidment (627170) for advice on getting them where needed.   THANKS! 
Englesea Brook Chapel and Museum  has

      Vacancies for:-

·  Learning Officer – 21 hours per week

·  Heritage Officer – 21 hours per week

·  Administrator – 7.5 hours per week.   
If you or someone you know might be interested, contact -

Ruth Hilton (Project Director - 0771 962 8393) or 

Rob Glassonbury (District  Administrator) at  chester.stoke@btconnect.com for more details. Closing date for applications:  Feb. 12th, 12 noon
Translation of a poster found in a French church:
“When you enter this church it may be possible that you hear the ‘call of God’.  However, it is unlikely that He will call you on your mobile. Thank you for turning off your phones. If you want to talk to God, enter, choose a quiet place and talk to Him.  If you want to see Him, send Him a text while driving.”
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~

Words from various people of wisdom to guide – perhaps challenge – our relationship with God and the faithfulness in which we live :
JESUS is – 

My God

My Provider

My King

My Defender

My Lord

My Peace

My Saviour

My Joy
My Healer

My Life
My Refuge

My All 
My Strength

My Everything!

“Others know his saving grace, see the brightness of his face, in their hearts give him first place…  What is He to YOU?”    
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Dear Father in heaven, accept us as your children, whose lives are under your protection and who turn to you for strength. In the midst of all the struggles and temptations in this world keep us certain of your love and goodness. Grant that we may help your name to be honoured on earth and your salvation to spread over all the world.  May we help the hope you have given us to bring light and strength for our own lives and for all whom you love in Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 
“May 2021 be your best year yet.  May this be the year where you finally realise that –

-  happiness is an inside job

-  silence may be your most powerful language

-  an open heart is your superpower

-  what you want most is something that already 

    resides deep within you

May this be the year when you finally strike that paradoxical balance between unapologetic ambition for something better and complete contentment and acceptance of where you are right now!” 


             (Karan Rai)

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~

“Rivers do not drink their own water; trees do not eat their own fruit; the sun does not shine on itself, and flowers do not spread their fragrance for themselves.  Living for others is a rule of nature. We are all born to help each other. No matter how difficult it is … Life is good when you are happy; but much better when others are 
happy because of you.”  (Pope Francis)
~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~

 “…. the hottest places in hell are reserved for those who, in a period of moral crisis, maintain their neutrality.”  (Martin Luther King Jr.)

“The poverty of the poor is not a call to generous relief action, but a demand that we go and build a different social order.” 

(Gustavo Gutierrez)
“It’s all very well to keep fishing people out of the river, but far better to go upstream and see why they are falling in.” 

 (Desmond Tutu)

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

Conformity is doing what everybody else is doing, regardless of what is right,

Morality is doing what is right, regardless of what everybody else is doing. 
“Just because many people say it 
   
doesn’t make it true. 

Just because many people think it 

doesn’t make it right.

Just because many people do it 

doesn’t make it just.”
“Do not conform yourselves to the standards of this world, but let God transform you inwardly by a complete change of your mind.” (Romans 12: 2)

~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ * ~ 

And purely for fun …
You can tell when a Methodist is watching a Star Wars film, because when one of the characters says, “May the Force be with you”, your Methodist will automatically respond with, “And also with you” !
At an expensive restaurant a man and a very attractive woman were having a candlelit dinner when the waiter noticed the man slowly sliding out of his chair and under the table. The woman seemed not to notice as her companion disappeared from view. “Excuse me madam,” the waiter said, “I think your husband is under the table.”  “No he isn’t,” the women said, eyeing the waiter calmly. “My husband has just walked in through the door.”

For Methodists, who were ‘born in song’:
*  I always longed to sing in a Choir of Gregorian Monks … but I never got the chants!

*  Start your own choir – it will become a habit.

* British Airways have a choir specialising in plane song.

* Schubert invented the game of Follow-My-Lieder. 

The reason I ‘nod off’ in church is that people will think I am agreeing with a boring sermon!
The ideal sermon has a good opening, a strong conclusion, and not long in between! 
